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ABSTRACT. Close examination of the type speci¬ 

mens of Aconitum acutiusculum and of A. acutius¬ 

culum var. aureopilosum has shown that their inflo¬ 

rescence rachis and pedicels are all yellowish 

spreading pubescent, and thus the two taxa show 

no essential difference from each other. They are 

merged herein. A new combination, A. ouvrardian¬ 

um var. acutiusculum (Fletcher & Lauener) Q. E. 

Yang & Y. Luo, is proposed, considering that A. 

acutiusculum is most similar to A. ouvrardianum in 

having leaves 3-sect with ultimate lobules linear or 

lanceolate-linear, inflorescence rachis and pedicels 

yellowish spreading puberulent, and the upper se¬ 

pal navicular-galeate, yet distinguishable by the 

acute tip of the lateral sepals; they are sympatric 

in geographical distribution, both occurring in De¬ 

qen County, northwestern Yunnan. 

Key words: Aconitum, China, Ranunculaceae, 

Yunnan. 

Fletcher and Lauener (1950: 198) described ,4c- 

onitum acutiusculum based on Forrest 14696 from 

Raima Shan, Deqen County, northwestern Yunnan, 

and stated that this species is clearly distinguished 

from all others in the genus by the acute tip of the 

lateral sepals, an otherwise unimportant feature in 

the classification of Aconitum L. because the lateral 

sepals in this genus are generally subrounded in 

outline. In the original Latin description, the upper 

part of the stem and the inflorescence are men¬ 

tioned as densely and extremely minutely white 

crispy pubescent (Caulis . . . praesertim superne 

cum inflorescentia dense et minutissime albo-cris- 

po-pubescens). Wang (1965) described a new va¬ 

riety, A. acutiusculum var. aureopilosum, from 

Yangtsa, Deqen County, and stated that this variety 

is distinguished from the typical one by having the 

inflorescence yellowish spreading puberulent. 

When describing this new variety, he had no op¬ 

portunity to examine the type specimens of A. acu¬ 

tiusculum and thus had to base his judgment on 

Fletcher and Lauener’s description (Wang, pers. 

comm.). We have checked the holotype and isotype 

of A. acutiusculum var. aureopilosum at PE and 

found that the inflorescence rachis and pedicels are 

indeed densely yellowish spreading puberulent. 

Pedicel pubescence is one of the most important 

diagnostic characters in the classification of the ge¬ 

nus Aconitum. 

Close examination of the type material of Aco¬ 

nitum acutiusculum, Forrest 14696, at BM, E, and 

K has shown that its inflorescence and pedicels, 

like those of A. acutiusculum var. aureopilosum, are 

densely yellowish spreading puberulent and that 

other important characters, such as the division of 

leaves and the shape of the upper sepal, are by no 

means different from those of A. acutiusculum var. 

aureopilosum. Their leaves are 3-sect with ultimate 

lobules linear or lanceolate-linear, and the upper 

sepal is navicular-galeate. As this variety shows no 

essential difference from A. acutiusculum in all the 

characters, they should be merged. 

Aconitum ouvrardianum Handel-Mazzetti (1931) 

is a common species in Deqen, northwestern Yun¬ 

nan. We have not seen its type. Handel-Mazzetti 

9702. but fortunately this species is quite richly 

represented in the two major Chinese herbaria, PE 

and KUN, and its identity has long been deter¬ 

mined with certainty. This species shows no essen¬ 

tial difference from A. acutiusculum in all the char¬ 

acters except in the shape of the lateral sepals, with 

those in A. acutiusculum being acute at the apex 

while those in A. ouvrardianum are subrounded. In 

our herbarium observations we found this feature is 

quite constant in these two entities, but this differ¬ 

ence is too tenuous to allow treating them as two 

independent species. In fact, the type specimen of 

A. acutiusculum var. aureopilosum at PE was once 

referred to A. ouvrardianum by Chen and Fiu 

(1941). When Handel-Mazzetti (1931) described A. 

ouvrardianum, he had noticed the similarity of For¬ 

rest 14696 with his new species but also their dif¬ 

ferences, particularly in the shape of the lateral se¬ 

pals. Thus, he did not refer this specimen to any 

species then known to him. Considering the con¬ 

sistent difference in the shape of the lateral sepals 
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yet the great similarity in other characters between 

A. ouvrardianum and A. acutiusculum, as well as 

their sympatric distribution, it seems best to reduce 

A. acutiusculum as a variety under A. ouvrardian¬ 

um. The following new combination is thus pro¬ 

posed. 

Acoiiitum ouvrardianum Handel-Mazzetti var. 

aciitiiiseulum (Fletcher & Lauener) Q. E. 

Yang & Y. Luo, comb. nov. Basionym: Aconi¬ 

tum acutiusculum Fletcher & Lauener, Notes 

Roy. Bot. Card. Edinburgh 20: 198. 1950. 

TYPE: China. Yunnan: Deqen County, Baima 

Shan, heavy pasture on the margins of pine 

forests, 12,000 ft., Aug. 1917, G. Forrest 

14696 (holotype, E; isotypes, K. BM). 

Aconitum acutiusculum var. aureopilosum W. T. Wang, 

Acta Phytotax. Sin., addit. 1: 85. 1965. Syn. nov. 

TV PE: China. Yunnan: Deqen County, Yangtsa, 

Snow Range, Rusala, mountain grassy slope, 4100 

m, Aug. 1937, T. T. Yu 9671 (holotype, PE; isotype, 

PE). 

Aconitum ouvrardianum var. acutiusculum is 

only known from Deqen County, northwestern Yun¬ 

nan, and seems quite uncommon. Although we had 

made several botanical expeditions to this area, we 

tailed to find it. The typical variety ouvrardianum, 

however, is very common in this area, growing in 

alpine meadows or bushes at altitudes from 3000 

to 4100 m. 
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